ANIMISM
or cited as evidence of the benighted condition of those places which are painted black on missionary maps. They explain why things which were used by them in daily life are broken and deposited with the dead ; why hecatombs of victims are burned on the funeral pyre, or smothered in the earth with the corpse ; why, sometimes, among the ancient Mexicans, a rich man, dying, would have his priest slaughtered, so that he might not be deprived of ghostly counsel in the next world; and why, in pathetic custom, North American Indian mothers drop their milk on the lips of the dead child. In their initial stage all such offerings were made, and all such rites performed, for the supposed needs of the dead. Every one had his manes, which followed him into the next world, and, lacking which, he would be as poor as if in this world he had lacked it.
As man began to pay honour to his dead, whether in burying or burning them, the place where the remains were deposited became the nucleus of worship. The altar has its origin in the gifts laid upon the grave, whereon the sacred fane is raised. Thus, everywhere, the tomb is the birthplace of the temple, and whenever a Roman Catholic church, no matter how unpre-
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